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WHI News

Washtenaw Health Initiative receives award
from Huron Valley Ambulance for the
Washtenaw Opioid Project

L to R: Norman Herbert, WHI co-chair; Bob Guenzel, WHI co-
chair, Stephen Strobbe, WHI Opioid Project cochair; Theresa Dreyer,
Center for Healthcare Research & Transportation (CHRT); Marci
Scalera, WHI Opioid Project cochair; Marianne Udow-Phillips, CHRT
Director, Heather Guenther, CHRT

The Washtenaw Health Initiative received a Special
Recognition Award in May 2016 from Huron Valley
Ambulance for the WHI's efforts to reduce the rising
number of opioid overdoses and deaths in the county. The
award, presented at HVA's annual EMS Recognition Awards
dinner, recognizes an organization or group for outstanding
work in the community.

The Ann Arbor News highlighted the WHI Washtenaw
Opioid Project's life-saving efforts, which earned the WHI
the HVA's Special Recognition Award.

Co-chairs of the Washtenaw Health Initiative, Bob Guenzel
and Norman Herbert, co-chairs of the Opioid Project, Marci
Scalera, and Stephen Strobbe, and Center for Healthcare
Research & Transformation staff Theresa Dreyer, Heather
Guenther, and Marianne Udow-Phillips were present to
accept the award.

The WHI Opioid Project
formed in 2013 to combat the
rising number of opioid
overdoses and deaths in
Washtenaw County. The
group - which brings together
more than 100

organizations including health
systems, treatment providers,



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gFk0IXybmkg51zULHE5zdgCpPHwYR7eBBDDPlZk361mSIpcvc2XxuGz6sq4kWeK9p5_DfS_a1jJMtBn-QqgWWrGxGiN2T8zhYYLIF5msOQVOY9Q_CpOg0BtMeOA6NAluP4-7v_ffbV_wzlaiZHcYzOisspzJ55I7BH-tuAJ1-Ro=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gFk0IXybmkg51zULHE5zdgCpPHwYR7eBBDDPlZk361mSIpcvc2XxuGz6sq4kWeK9BSqGF16DR0aVxRkHiu14GST9EVGtI-_zul8w1xsfS01IbREw-hMJhtT4Y3kEKai_c5pxJrEUcwTSt7L6Zd9MNadlI9jOeao3K5eqZ8fRGe91lnZe_6TMSfiVYol3CCLQtXnfpjQ3EgAJ07ZLx_I313v0x0NRccgDP6XwbubcJaHVg8SGwmdjojx1Ht8RtrtSPKt0nadFIdNeOIgumtTqHg==&c=&ch=

public health, law
enforcement, and the
recovery community - uses a
framework known as the
Lazarus Model that targets
opioid use and addiction from
multiple perspectives. The
project's work includes
increasing provider education
on prescribing practices,
developing best-practice
guidelines for providers, and
training law enforcement
officers to administer
Naloxone, a drug that
reverses opioid overdose
effects and helps prevent
deaths.

Stephen Strobbe and
Marcia Scalera, Co-chairs
of the Opioid Prgject

Congratulations to the WHI
Washtenaw Opioid Project and its members for recognition
of their life-saving work!

Other News

Washtenaw County Public Health releases 2015
Annual Report

WASHTENAW COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

.focused on prevention

This month, Washtenaw County Public Health (WCPH)
released its 2015 Annual Report, highlighting its recent
national accreditation and creation of the Washtenaw County
Board of Health. In August 2015, Washtenaw County Public
Health became the fourth health department in Michigan to
receive national accreditation from the Public Health
Accreditation Board, and one of only 79 in the nation to
receive the honor.

The report also notes the Washtenaw County Board of
Health selected its first-ever board in January 2015. The
board oversees WCPH programs and services, and
advises the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners
on health issues, health priorities, and potential solutions.

The report also includes WCPH's strategic goals for 2016-
2018, which are:

e Ensure the Washtenaw County Dental Clinic reaches
and serves low-income residents.

e |ead health improvements prioritized in the
Washtenaw County Community Health Improvement
Plan under perinatal health, access to care and
vaccine-preventable diseases.

e Focus on health equity.

e Be a strong voice for public health, secure resources
to improve health for all and fully support staff in
accomplishing excellent, efficient work.
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Further information and resources are available on the
Washtenaw County Public Health website. The WCPH also
updated its Directory of Obesity Programs in October 2015,
providing new information about resources available in the
community. WCPH also released quarterly Opioid Reports
in 2015, summarizing information on opioid-related
overdoses and deaths occurring among Washtenaw County
residents.

SIM Update

The State of Michigan released
more information on the State
Innovation Model (SIM) since
the last update in the WHI's
March/April Newsletter.

MDHHS State Regionally, the WHI and CHRT
Innovation Model  are working with multiple
organizations within the

designated Community Health Innovation Region (CHIR),
which includes Washtenaw and Livingston counties, to
prepare for SIM implementation in late 2016. The WHI
created a SIM work group, chaired by Doug Strong and Paul
Valenstein, which meets monthly. The SIM work group
includes representatives from Livingston and Washtenaw
counties, including both health departments, the local
Community Mental Health service providers, health
systems, and Medicaid health plans. The SIM work group
has also recently developed three subcommittees:

1. Patient Centered Medical Home / Accountable System
of Care

2. Data and Information Technology

3. Community-Clinical Linkages to Reduce Emergency
Department Use

A more in-depth update on the SIM and the WHI's
involvement will be provided at the July 25 WHI
Stakeholders Group meeting. General information and
webinars about the SIM, the CHIR and other information can
be found on the state's SIM website. The WHI will continue
to provide information as it becomes available.

Share Your Story

Share your story ideas for the WHI newsletter with Carrie at
(734) 998-7567 or crheinga@umich.edu

Join Qur Mailing List

The is a voluntary, county-wide collaboration focused on how to
improve access to coordinated care for the low-income, uninsured, and Medicaid populations. The

effort includes representatives from the University of Michigan Health System, Saint Joseph Mercy
Health System, VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, health plans, county government, community
services, physicians, and safety net providers.

(734) 998-7567
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